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Dear Friends,
Welcome to our latest e-brochure – highlighting the 
latest offerings from Woodbrooke as we transform our 
learning programme.  

You will find information about a range of one-off sessions as well 
as longer courses, some offered over a few days and others over 
a longer period requiring just a few hours of your time each week.  

We are currently planning further offerings for the autumn and will be updating this 
brochure on a regular basis as new courses later in the year come online. Our latest 
offerings are always on the website – at www.woodbrooke.org.uk/online-courses.

We have decided that we will only be offering online and locally-based learning for 
the rest of this year and that we will not offer residential learning at our centre in 
Birmingham until 2021 at the earliest. In the coming months it is likely that there will still 
be risks, of travelling, gathering together in groups and coming together in person. We 
want to ensure the safety and well-being of our community by minimising these risks 
where possible. However we will continue to offer learning and worship for individuals 
and communities that nourishes, encourages and challenges. 

Like many of you I am sad that we won’t be able to be together at Yearly Meeting 
Gathering which is always a highlight of my Quaker year – however I am pleased we 
are still able to bring you Tom Shakespeare’s Swarthmore Lecture, on the theme 
of hope – this will be a live streamed event and I look forward to you joining us for 
that. We’re also offering a range of follow up sessions with the opportunity to reflect 
on the lecture together with Tom (see pages 8 & 9 for more information).

All at Woodbrooke are deeply grateful for the support and upholding we are 
receiving from the Quaker community and all those who care about Woodbrooke. 
Your support, participation in learning, enthusiasm and donations have enabled us 
to continue to operate throughout this pandemic and allowed us to make plans for 
the future. 

I believe what Woodbrooke has to offer is more important than ever and, in 
uncertain times, as we go forward as creatively, adventurously, and confidently as 
we can I invite you to step forward with us.

In friendship,

Simon Best, 
Head of Learning. 
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Essentials of Quakerism   Page 6
Mon 6 Jul - Sun 2 Aug

Courageous Living Amid a Climate Crisis Page 6
Mon 20 Jul - Sun 30 Aug

Prayerfully Revising Quaker Faith & Practice  Page 7
Tue 28 July 19.30 – 21.00

Awakening the Prophetic Imagination: a Bible study course  Page 7 
Fri 31 Jul - Sat 1 Aug

Swarthmore Lecture 2020 - Openings to the Infinite Ocean:
A Friendly Offering of Hope Page 9
Sat 1 Aug 19:30-21:00

Meet the Swarthmore Lecturer 2020 – session A Page 9
Mon 3 Aug 19:30-20:30

Meet the Swarthmore Lecturer 2020 – session B  Page 9
Wed 5 Aug  19:30-20:30

Voices of the Earth  Page 10
Mon 3 Aug - Sun 13 Sep

Quakers Do What! Why? Book Launch   Page 10
Thu 6 Aug 19:30-20:30

Early Quakers and Creation: James Nayler’s Eco-Theology  Page 11
Fri 7 Aug 15:00-16:30

Bayard Rustin: reflections on his life and witness  Page 11
Mon 10 Aug - Sun 20 Sep

Joyfully Revising Quaker Faith & Practice  Page 11
Tue 11 Aug 14.30 – 16.00 

What Do We Actually Mean by Privilege?  Page 13
Thu 20 Aug 19:00-20:30

Creatively Revising Quaker Faith & Practice  Page 13 
Tue 25 Aug 19:30-21:00

Bringing Quaker and Buddhist Practice Together:
a joint online retreat with Woodbrooke and Plum Village UK Page 14
Fri 28 Aug - Sun 30 Aug

Course Index
European Quaker Voices   Page 14
Mon 7 Sep - Sun 18 Oct

Boldly Revising Quaker Faith & Practice  Page 15
Tue 8 Sep 14:30-16:00

Eldership and Oversight Page 15
Mon 14 Sep - Sun 25 Oct

Being a Quaker Community of Witness and Welcome Page 17 
Mon 14 Sep - Sun 18 Oct

Living the Peace Testimony Page 17
Mon 21 Sep - Fri 16 Oct

Exploring the Swarthmore Lecture:
openings to the infinite ocean        Page 17, 18, 19
Tues 22 Sep – Tues 13 Oct

A Taste of Life Writing for Transformation™ Page 18
Mon 28 Sep - Sun 8 Nov

Being a Quaker Clerk Page 19
Mon 12 Oct - Sun 22 Nov

Quaker Nominations Page 19
Mon 19 Oct - Sun 29 Nov

The Life Stirring Within:
a week-long online retreat with Isaac Penington Page 21
Sun 25 Oct - Sat 31 Oct

The Meaning of the Cross: punishment,
or healing and reconciliation?  Page 21
Mon 2 Nov - Sun 29 Nov

The Quaker Way  Page 23 
Mon 2 Nov - Sun 13 Dec

Expectant Waiting: reflections from the Bible and Quakers,
from theology and poetry   Page 23
Mon 9 Nov - Sun 6 Dec
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Online Learning
Courses
Woodbrooke’s learning programmes seek to support, inform and 
transform Quakers and others as individuals and communities. 
Through our learning we hope to nourish spiritual development, 
strengthen the Quaker community and enable and encourage work for 
a peaceful and just world.

MON 20 JUL - SUN 30 AUG 

COURAGEOUS LIVING 
AMID A CLIMATE CRISIS
£36

To create a world where we all survive and 
flourish , changes will need to be made, and 
soon. Some will be straightforward, even 
easy, but many changes will challenge us out 
of the comfort we have grown attached to. 
Join with others as we create a community to 
explore what sacrifices might be called forth 
from us in order to make the world sacred. 
This course will include spiritual practice, 
time alone and together, reflection and 
solidarity. 

This course will include one live discussion 
session (scheduled for Thursday 30th July, 
19:00 - 20.30), recorded video and audio, 
and written and visual materials, as well as 
individual reflection and a private discussion 
forum.

Tutors: Maud Grainger and Tracey Martin

TUE 28 JUL

Woodbrooke and the Book of 
Discipline Revision Committee 

PRAYERFULLY REVISING 
QUAKER FAITH & PRACTICE  
(REVISING QUAKER FAITH & 
PRACTICE SESSION 1)
19:30-21:00 • Pay-as-led

Explore the revision of our book of discipline 
with open hearts and minds alongside 
members of the Revision Committee. There 
will be a chance to hear about our progress 
so far, ask questions, and join with us to 
consider how our revision process can be 
fully open to and reflect the diversity of 
religious experience and theology which is 
such a strength of our Yearly Meeting. We 
will also ask you to uphold us in our future 
work.

Facilitator: Rosie Carnall 

FRI 31 JUL - SAT 1 AUG 

AWAKENING THE 
PROPHETIC IMAGINATION: 
A BIBLE STUDY COURSE
£45

What does it mean to be a prophet? How 
do we recognise the prophets already 
at work in the world? Prophets criticise 
and energise. They proclaim a hope-filled 
vision of the future that shakes things up 
in the present. They are both challenging 
and very necessary. Using a mixture of 
presentations from the course leaders and 
group Bible study, we will reflect on the role 
of the prophet in the Christian and Quaker 
traditions.

This course runs over two days, includes live 
workshops and discussion sessions along 
with some supporting materials.

Live sessions will take place on:

Session 1: 
Friday 31 July - 19.00-21.00 (UK time)

Session 2: 
Saturday 1 August - 09.30-11.30 (UK time) 

Session 3: 
Saturday 1 August - 15.30-17.30 (UK time)

Tutors: Timothy Ashworth and Mark Russ

MON 6 JUL - SUN 2 AUG 

ESSENTIALS OF 
QUAKERISM
£15

This course, designed particularly for those 
new to the Quaker way, will introduce the 
basic and essential elements of Quakerism: 
the expectation of a transforming encounter 
with the Divine (however we describe it); the 
use of a distinctive form of collective worship 
to nurture that encounter; discernment; and 
witness - the life that emerges as an outcome 
of our faith. There will be plenty of time for 
discussion and questions and a forum for 
additional conversation between the sessions. 
Everyone is very welcome, whether or not 
you have experienced Quaker worship.

This course will include live speaker sessions 
with Q&A and a private discussion forum.

Live sessions will take place at 19:00-20:30 
(UK time)  on 7, 14, 21 and 28 July and will be 
recorded for participants who are unable to 
attend.

Tutor: Ben Pink Dandelion
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SAT 1 AUG 

SWARTHMORE LECTURE 
2020 - OPENINGS TO THE 
INFINITE OCEAN: A FRIENDLY 
OFFERING OF HOPE
19:30-21:00 • Free

How do we face all the very real, terrible 
things that happen in our world and still have 
hope? How did Friends in the past have hope 
in dark times and how can we have it today? 
Tom will reflect on the nature of hope, our 
reasons to hope, and how we can preach 
hope through the way we live our lives.

This is a live event, Tom will give the 
lecture as a form of ministry, there will be 
opportunities for Questions and Answers 
on Monday 3 August and Wednesday 5 
August with follow up sessions throughout 
September and October.  

Lecturer: Tom Shakespeare 

MON 3 AUG

MEET THE SWARTHMORE 
LECTURER 2020 – SESSION A
19:30-20:30 • Free (Registration required)

An opportunity to join Tom Shakespeare for 
a session including reflections, questions 
and answers. Tom’s lecture will reflect on the 
nature of hope, our reasons to hope, and 
how we can preach hope through the way we 
live our lives.

There will be a repeat of this session on 
Wednesday 5 August. Please only sign up 
for one event to allow as many people as 
possible to participate. 

Lecturer: Tom Shakespeare 

WED 5 AUG

MEET THE SWARTHMORE 
LECTURER 2020 – SESSION B
19:30-20:30 • Free (Regestration required)

An opportunity to join Tom Shakespeare for 
a session including reflections, questions 
and answers. Tom’s lecture will reflect on the 
nature of hope, our reasons to hope, and 
how we can preach hope through the way 
we live our lives.

This is a repeat of the session held on 
Monday 3 August. Please only sign up 
for one event to allow as many people as 
possible to participate. 

Lecturer: Tom Shakespeare 

The 2020 Swarthmore Lecture

OPENINGS TO THE 
INFINITE OCEAN: 

A FRIENDLY  
OFFERING  
OF HOPE 
By Tom Shakespeare

Woodbrooke presents 

• Watch live online at 19:30 (BST) Saturday 1 August 

•  Meet the lecturer via zoom: 19:30 (BST) Monday 3 
& Wednesday 5 August

•  Explore the lecture with online sessions 
throughout September and October

woodbrooke.org.uk/swarthmore

Find out more and sign up at: 
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THU 6 AUG

QUAKERS DO WHAT! 
WHY? BOOK LAUNCH
19:30-20:30 • Pay-as-Led 

The most recent release in the Quaker Quicks 
series from Christian Alternative Books, 
Rhiannon Grant’s Quakers Do What! Why? 
uses a question and answer format to give 
succinct answers to a wide range of common 
enquiries about Quakers and the Quaker 
way. In this informal one-hour live discussion, 
Rhiannon Grant will introduce her book, 
talk about why she wrote it and who might 
want to read it, and take questions from the 
audience. Bring your own snacks!

More information about the book can 
be found on the publisher’s website: 
www.johnhuntpublishing.com/christian-
alternative-books/our-books/quaker-quicks-
quakers-do-what-why 

Tutor: Rhiannon Grant

FRI 7 AUG

 EARLY QUAKERS AND 
CREATION: JAMES NAYLER’S 
ECO-THEOLOGY
15:00-16:30 • Pay-as-Led

In this session we will explore the roots of 
Quaker ecological concerns by engaging with 
the writings of early Quaker leader, James 
Nayler. What was it about the vision of the 
first Friends that enabled them to visualise 
new ways of relating to other animals and the 
natural world? How has this vision changed 
over time, and how might it inspire us today?

This is a live speaker session with Q&A.

Tutors: Stuart Masters

MON 10 AUG - SUN 20 SEP 

BAYARD RUSTIN: 
REFLECTIONS ON 
HIS LIFE AND WITNESS
£54

Bayard Rustin was one of the most important 
civil, human and labour rights activists. African 
American and gay, his life’s work was in 
standing up for marginalised people. He was 
an important influence on Martin Luther King, 
persuading him to adopt the principles of non-
violent resistance in the struggle for civil rights. 
This online course will explore how he put his 
Quaker faith into action. A study of his writings 
and songs, as well as literature, film and art 
inspired by him, will allow us to approach his 
life from a variety of perspectives.

Tutors: Nicole Hirschfelder and Martin Layton

TUE 11 AUG

Woodbrooke and the Book of 
Discipline Revision Committee  

JOYFULLY REVISING QUAKER 
FAITH & PRACTICE (REVISING 
QUAKER FAITH & PRACTICE 
SESSION 2)
14:30-16:00 • Pay-as-Led

Explore the revision of our book of discipline 
with cheer, optimism and laughter alongside 
members of the Revision Committee. Hear 
about our progress so far, ask questions, and 
join with us in considering how to reflect the 
joy of being a Quaker. This is an opportunity 
to explore how Quakerism can be described 
with lightness and humour.

Facilitator: Rhiannon Grant 

MON 3 AUG – SUN 13 SEP

VOICES OF THE EARTH 
£72

Creative partners Zélie and Philip Gross, 
the award-winning poet, lead this popular 
annual course for people with any level of 
experience in writing or visual media, or 
none. Now online, the course brings the 
same ethos and hands-on approach to 
writing poetry and/or making art underpinned 
by a sense of our place among life on Earth. 
Through differently engaging individual 
or collaborative activities, more abundant 
resources and ample support in each 
medium, we will experiment with the rich 
possibilities of this virtual setting in making 
creative sense of strange and changing times. 

Tutors: Philip Gross and Zélie Gross
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THU 20 AUG

WHAT DO WE ACTUALLY 
MEAN BY PRIVILEGE?
19:00-20:30 • Pay-as-Led

The word ‘privilege’ can have several 
meanings in English – we use it to talk about 
good things, like feeling privileged to have 
an opportunity, but we also use it to talk 
about the way some people in our society 
are given chances or treatment which should 
be granted to everyone, like being treated 
as a unique individual. This live discussion 
session will introduce some common forms 
of privilege – white privilege, male privilege, 
straight privilege – and explore why the 
concept is useful.

Tutor: Rhiannon Grant 

TUE 25 AUG

Woodbrooke and the Book of 
Discipline Revision Committee 

CREATIVELY REVISING 
QUAKER FAITH & PRACTICE 
(REVISING QUAKER FAITH & 
PRACTICE SESSION 3)
19:30-21:00 • Pay-as-led

Explore the revision of our book of discipline 
with imagination, thoughtfulness and 
originality alongside members of the Revision 
Committee. Hear about our progress so far, 
ask questions, and join with us in considering 
how our revision process can ensure that 
all the diverse voices within our Quaker 
community are heard. Who is excluded and 
what do they need to be included? What are 
the social and technological issues? 

Facilitator: Craig Barnett 

BE PART OF  
THE SHARED  
JOURNEY  
OF REVISING  
QUAKER  
FAITH &  
PRACTICE.

Explore the revision of our book of discipline,  
with open hearts and minds, alongside members  

of the Revision Committee

Prayerfully Revising Quaker faith & practice 
Tuesday 28 July

Joyfully revising  Quaker faith & practice: 
Tuesday 11 August

Creatively revising Quaker faith & practice 
Tuesday 25 August

Boldly revising Quaker faith & practice: 
uesday 8 September

We will work in a variety 
of ways across the four 
sessions – join us for all  
or come to the one that 
most appeals to you.  
For more information see 
woodbrooke.org.uk/ 
revising-qfp

WOODBROOKE .ORG .UK



15

ONLINE LEARNING

LEARN | ONLINE COURSES JULY - DECEMBER 202014

WOODBROOKE LEARNING

LEARN | ONLINE COURSES JULY - DECEMBER 2020

MON 7 SEP - SUN 18 OCT 

EUROPEAN QUAKER VOICES
£25

This is a 6-week online retreat for European 
Quakers, using devotional and inspirational 
material by European Quakers. In addition 
to readings, there will be suggestions for 
activities and exercises appropriate to a 
retreat. Participants will share reflections 
and experiences with each other along the 
way. The retreat is thus an opportunity for 
individual and group spiritual development, as 
well as an opportunity to learn from the rich 
experience of European Friends. 

This course involves live discussion sessions, 
written and visual material and a private 
discussion forum. The expected time 
commitment is approximately two to three 
hours per week.

Live sessions will take place 17:00-18-00 (UK 
time) on 16 September, 30 September and 
14 October. The sessions will be recorded 
for participants who are unable to attend at 
these times.

Tutors: Jasmine Piercey and Natasha 
Zhuravenkova

TUE 8 SEP

Woodbrooke and the Book of 
Discipline Revision Committee  

BOLDLY REVISING 
QUAKER FAITH & PRACTICE 
(REVISING QUAKER FAITH 
& PRACTICE SESSION 4)
14:30 to 16:00 • Pay-as-led

Explore the revision of our book of discipline 
with bravery, openness and spirit alongside 
members of the Revision Committee. Hear 
about our progress so far, ask questions, and 
join with us in considering how our revision 
can reflect the dynamic views, needs and 
practices of all Friends, including younger 
generations. How do aging and different 
stages of life shape our needs? Does your 
generation affect your approach to discipline 
and books?.

Facilitator: Jessica Hubbard-Bailey

FRI 28 AUG - SUN 30 AUG 

BRINGING QUAKER AND 
BUDDHIST PRACTICE 
TOGETHER: A JOINT 
ONLINE RETREAT WITH 
WOODBROOKE AND PLUM 
VILLAGE UK
£72

Many Quakers today are drawn to the clarity 
of guidance on mindfulness in the Buddhist 
tradition. Buddhists are often interested in the 
distinctive combination of Quaker silence and 
social action. These complementary interests 
have been nurtured by the regular retreats 
at Woodbrooke over the past twenty years. 
In this online retreat we will continue this 
exploration, with opportunities throughout the 
weekend to join together for mindful sitting 
and walking meditation, meeting for worship, 
talks, sharing groups and deep relaxation. For 
those who have been on Mindfully Together 
retreats or Being Peace weekends, this will 
be a valuable chance to reconnect, and for 
rest and renewal.  For those who are new 
to Buddhism or Quakerism, explanations 
and support will be given. The programme 
will include an option to join with others 
online for an early morning period of sitting 
meditation each day. 

Timings for this retreat will be available 
online.

Tutors: Timothy Ashworth and Lesley 
Collington

MON 14 SEP - SUN 25 OCT 

ELDERSHIP AND OVERSIGHT
£115

This six-week online course will help all those 
serving in eldership and oversight to gain 
better understanding and confidence in their 
role – whatever the system in their meeting. 
The six modules cover the full range of topics 
included in the separate and combined 
eldership and oversight onsite courses, with 
options to focus on elements of particular 
relevance. You should allow two to three 
hours a week for pursuing this course.

There is no requirement to be online at 
a particular time except for a one-hour 
webinar once a week. These Zoom video 
meetings are planned to allow for different 
time zones. Times and dates will be provided 
as early as possible in advance of the 
course start date.

Tutors: Members of the Eldership and 
Oversight Tutor Team
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The Covid-19 lockdown has had a serious 
impact on Woodbrooke’s long term finances.

We want to sustain our Quaker learning, 
worship and, connection throughout the

next few months and in the years to come.
Please consider supporting Woodbrooke

so we can continue to make a
difference in the world.

Needs Your Support

Find out more and how you can help at:
www.woodbrooke.org.uk/donate

Or get in touch: enquiries@woodbrooke.org.uk 
+44 (0)121 472 5171

MON 21 SEP - FRI 16 OCT 

LIVING THE 
PEACE TESTIMONY
£36

How has the peace testimony been lived 
through history? How do Quakers in other 
countries live it? How can we work on peace 
globally? This is a series of 4 webinars 
which will cover early Quakers, the 1914-18 
world war, peace activism in East Africa and 
quiet diplomacy. It is a chance to learn about 
historical and current Quaker peace work 
and think about how it might inform our own 
witness.

Tutor: Tracey Martin

MON 14 SEP - SUN 18 OCT 

BEING A QUAKER 
COMMUNITY OF 
WITNESS AND WELCOME
£54

Quakers have a treasure to share with the 
world – the liberating power of following the 
promptings of love and truth in our hearts. 
Rather than treating ‘outreach’ as an event, 
this course asks how Quaker communities 
can witness to the power of the Quaker 
discovery, and welcome those who seek it, 
all year round, making witness and welcome 
a way of life. This course offers thought-
provoking discussion, practical suggestions 
and is a collaboration between Quaker Life 
and Woodbrooke.

Tutors: Mark Russ, Alistair Fuller and Jon 
Martin

TUE 22 SEP

Exploring the Swarthmore Lecture 
OPENINGS TO THE 
INFINITE OCEAN 1 
LETTING YOUR LIFE PREACH: 
QUAKERISM AND HOPE
19:30-21:00 • £15

One of a series of four sessions exploring the 
Swarthmore Lecture with Tom Shakespeare 
and Mark Russ. Each session will explore one 
of four main themes of the lecture.  You can 
join us for one session, sign up for all four or 
pick those that interest you most.

More details to follow on our website.

Tutors: Tom Shakespeare and Mark Russ
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TUE 29 SEP

Exploring the Swarthmore Lecture 

OPENINGS TO THE 
INFINITE OCEAN 2
FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE: 
BIBLICAL SOURCES FOR HOPE
19:30-21:00 • £15
 

One of a series of four sessions exploring the 
Swarthmore Lecture with Tom Shakespeare 
and Mark Russ. Each session will explore one 
of four main themes of the lecture.  You can 
join us for one session, sign up for all four or 
pick those that interest you most.

More details to follow on our website.

Tutors: Tom Shakespeare and Mark Russ

MON 28 SEP - SUN 8 NOV 

A TASTE OF LIFE WRITING 
FOR TRANSFORMATION™
£54

This self-paced course introduces a process 
of writing for authentic, creative self-
expression and personal development. A 
“no red pens” approach results in greater 
awareness, mindfulness and self-acceptance 
through a gentle stream of guided tools 
you can use just five minutes at a time. The 
course includes six multimedia modules 
and a workbook, based on the work of 
Joanne Klassen, creator of Life Writing for 
Transformation™. Each module introduces 
key concepts from the book followed by 
exercises, examples, a review and additional 
optional learning activities.

This course involves a time commitment of 
approximately two to three hours per week.

Tutors: Joanne Klassen and Eleanor 
Chornoboy

TUE 6 OCT

Exploring the Swarthmore Lecture 

OPENINGS TO THE 
INFINITE OCEAN 3 
WE HAVE NO TIME BUT THIS 
PRESENT TIME: FINDING 
STORIES OF HOPE
19:30-21:00 • £15

One of a series of four sessions exploring the 
Swarthmore Lecture with Tom Shakespeare 
and Mark Russ. Each session will explore one 
of four main themes of the lecture.  You can 
join us for one session, sign up for all four or 
pick those that interest you most.

More details to follow on our website.

Tutors: Tom Shakespeare and Mark Russ

MON 12 OCT - SUN 22 NOV 

BEING A QUAKER CLERK
£115

This online course, for new or prospective 
clerks with little or no experience of Quaker 
clerking, is based on the on-site course with 
the same name. The five modules cover the 
clerk’s role before, during and after a Meeting 
for Worship for Business. We also consider 
why we use our particular business style 
in our meetings. We will focus on clerking 
local meetings, but clerks of other meetings, 
including area meetings, will also find they 
can learn much about their role.

This course involves a time commitment of 
approximately two to three hours per week.

Tutor: Linda Craig

TUE 13 OCT

Exploring the Swarthmore Lecture 

OPENINGS TO THE 
INFINITE OCEAN 4 
OPTIMISM OF THE WILL: 
WHAT IS REQUIRED OF US?
19:30-21:00 • £15

One of a series of four sessions exploring the 
Swarthmore Lecture with Tom Shakespeare 
and Mark Russ. Each session will explore one 
of four main themes of the lecture.  You can 
join us for one session, sign up for all four or 
pick those that interest you most.

More details to follow on our website.

Tutors: Tom Shakespeare and Mark Russ

MON 19 OCT - SUN 29 NOV 

QUAKER NOMINATIONS
£115

An entirely online course for anyone involved 
in Quaker nominations. We will aim to root 
ourselves in good practices of discernment 
whilst responding to the particular issues that 
face us. Nominations are at the quiet heart of 
the way we live together as Friends, when we 
listen faithfully to the Spirit. By taking two to 
three hours a week over six weeks to reflect, 
we hope you will gain a renewed insight into 
the potential of nominations to strengthen 
meetings and enable them to flourish. 

This course involves a time commitment of 
approximately two to three hours per week.

Tutors: Christine Habgood-Coote and 
Catherine Putz
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POSTGRADUATE STUDY 
AND RESEARCH
with the Centre for Research in Quaker Studies

Online taught courses leading to a Postgraduate Certificate in Quaker 
Studies or MA in Quakerism in the Modern World and distance 
learning with supervision leading to MA by research or PhD. 

For more detailed information on these postgraduate options, 
entry requirements, fees and how to apply for the 2020-21 
academic year, please visit woodbrooke.org.uk/crqs

The Centre for Research in 
Quaker Studies works in 
partnership with the
University of Birmingham 
and Lancaster University.

SUN 25 OCT - SAT 31 OCT 

THE LIFE STIRRING WITHIN: 
A WEEK-LONG ONLINE 
RETREAT WITH ISAAC 
PENINGTON
£36

With his focus on the interior life, spiritual 
struggle and experiential knowledge of the 
divine, Isaac Penington’s writings encapsulate 
the fundamentals of Quaker spirituality. Each 
day you will receive a section of his writing 
with commentary and further spiritual reading 
along with a spiritual exercise and questions 
to focus on.

On Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
evenings between 18.30 and 19.30 (UK time)
you have the option of joining Timothy 
Ashworth and others on the retreat for online 
worship, listening and sharing together.

Tutors: Timothy Ashworth and Martin Layton

MON 2 NOV - SUN 29 NOV 

THE MEANING OF THE 
CROSS: PUNISHMENT, 
OR HEALING AND 
RECONCILIATION?
£54

Many of us struggle with the Bible’s 
sacrificial imagery and are troubled by the 
idea that God punishes Jesus for our sins. 
In this course we will explore alternative 
understandings of the cross drawing on 
the early Church, peace church traditions, 
theologies of liberation, and the work of 
Rene Girard. Can we move beyond violent 
punishment and embrace a faith based on 
healing and reconciliation?

Tutor: Stuart Masters



23

ONLINE LEARNING

LEARN | ONLINE COURSES JULY - DECEMBER 202022

WOODBROOKE LEARNING

LEARN | ONLINE COURSES JULY - DECEMBER 2020

WOODBROOKE 
ON-THE-ROAD

Bringing Woodbrooke learning 
to you and your meeting

Workshops designed to nurture spiritual life, 
build community and support witness in the world.

Find out more by visiting www.woodbrooke.org.uk/wotr

Contact usabout onlineworkshopsfor yourmeeting

MON 9 NOV - SUN 6 DEC 

EXPECTANT WAITING: 
REFLECTIONS FROM THE 
BIBLE AND QUAKERS, FROM 
THEOLOGY AND POETRY
£54

The silence of Quaker meeting is not an 
end in itself. It carries a sense of waiting. At 
any time, this can give rise to a depth that is 
collectively felt by those present. Or be the 
occasion of inspired words, heard by one 
individual or shared with the whole gathering.

This online course is made up of four weekly 
webinars in which we will explore this theme 
of waiting, bringing together the reflections 
of Quakers with words of scripture, theology 
and poetry.

Tutor: Timothy Ashworth

MON 2 NOV - SUN 13 DEC 

THE QUAKER WAY
£54

Are you relatively new to Quakers and 
keen to find out more? This course sets 
out the Quaker ‘basics’. It will give you an 
understanding of the history and international 
reach of Quakerism, and the importance of 
spiritual experience to the Quaker Way. We 
will discuss what happens in a Meeting for 
Worship and how Quakers make decisions 
and organise themselves. We will explore 
what Quakers mean by ‘testimony’ and 
explain simple spiritual practices for you to 
experiment with.

Tutor: Mark Russ
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Mark Russ is 
Programmes Coordinator 
for Equipping for Ministry. 
His interests include 
Christian and Quaker 
theology and the Bible, 

spirituality, intentional community and 
hope. He blogs at jollyquaker.com. 
Mark came to Quakers in his late teens, 
and spent a decade as a music teacher 
in secondary and primary schools in 
Birmingham and London. He holds 
MAs in Music Education from the 
Institute of Education and in Systematic 
and Philosophical Theology from the 
University of Nottingham.

Maud Grainger works 
on supporting Friends 
in their engagement with 
the climate crisis; through 
workshops, retreats 
and sharing her own 

experience. She also supports wider 
teaching on Quaker understanding of 
testimony and living our faith in the 
world.
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Simon Best has overall 
responsibility for 
Woodbrooke’s learning 
programmes. He is 
passionate about creating 
opportunities for Quakers 

to learn and grow individually and 
together. Simon is responsible for 
supporting the Swarthmore Lecture 
Programme.

Ben Pink Dandelion has 
worked at Woodbrooke 
since 1992. He teaches 
in the areas of Quaker 
history and theology as 
well as contemporary 

Quakerism. He has written in particular 
on the theology of Quaker worship, 
on how we can celebrate our Quaker 
faith and why we do things the way we 
do.  Ben has also made a particular 
study of Quakerism in terms of wider 
Christian theology of the second 
coming of Christ. His main academic 
work is in the sociology of religion. He 
worships in Clitheroe, part of Pendle 
Hill Area Meeting.

Woodbrooke’s Learning
and Research Team

Stuart Masters offers 
learning opportunities 
that explore the roots 
of the Quaker way, its 
theology, spirituality and 
relationship with other 
traditions. 

Betty Hagglund is 
Librarian and Learning 
Resources Manager, and 
has overall responsibility 
for Woodbrooke’s library 
and archive. She is 

particularly interested in early Quaker 
history and writings.

Tracey Martin facilitates 
courses on hope, non-
violence, peace and 
responses to the climate 
crisis. She has a particular 
interest in poetry and 
spirituality.

Rhiannon Grant is a 
life-long Quaker who 
researches and writes 
about religious language 
and practices. Her 
recent work includes 

‘Telling the truth about God’ (Christian 
Alternative, 2019) and ‘Quakers Do 
What! Why?’ (Christian Alternative, 
2020). She also supports our 
postgraduate programmes and 
research work.

Timothy Ashworth 
draws on biblical study, 
retreat work and interfaith 
dialogue to illuminate 
the nature of spiritual 
transformation.
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Woodbrooke’s 
Associate Tutors
Alistair Fuller is head of the Ministry and 
Outreach team at BYM. His work focuses 
on helping seekers to discover Quakers 
and on nurturing and supporting Quaker 
communities.

Catherine Putz is a Quaker, celebrant, Area 
Meeting Clerk, and served as co-clerk on 
Central Nominations Committee

Christine Habgood-Coote worked as a GP 
and medical educator. She has served as co-
clerk of Central Nominations Committee.

Eleanor Chornoboy writes her stories in “Just 
5 Minutes” (J5M). She writes for herself and 
then sometimes she shares her stories.

Jasmine Piercey is a British Quaker living in 
Slovenia. She is a Woodbrooke Associate 
Tutor and serves as an elder and facilitator for 
the Friends network around the world. She 
previously coordinated the Quaker Voluntary 
Action working retreats programme across 
Europe and has a background in education 
and the arts.

Joanne Klassen is the originator of Life 
Writing for Transformation™. Her passion is 
discovering the liberation, grace and guidance 
that can flow from our hearts through our 
pens. 

Jon Martin is Communications Manager at 
Woodbrooke and was responsible for digital 
outreach and advertising in his previous role 
with Quakers in Britain.

Lesley Collington is a potter, teaches T’ai Chi 
Chuan & Qi Gong, and a Dharma Teacher in 
the tradition of Thich Nhat Hanh.

Linda Craig is a recent Clerk to Woodbrooke 
Trustees, Trustee of London Quakers 
Property Trust, and an interim manager in the 
voluntary sector.

Martin Layton is a Friend and teacher. His 
interest is in exploring how Quaker spirituality 
strengthens lives of active witness.

Natasha Zhuravenkova is the European 
co-clerk of QUIP (Quakers Uniting in 
Publications) and a member of Moscow 
Monthly Meeting She is the translator and 
editor of numerous Quaker texts into Russian. 

Nicole Hirschfelder is a postdoctoral scholar 
at the University of Tübingen,  Germany. Her 
first book “Oppression as Process: The Case 
of Bayard  Rustin” was published in 2014.

Philip Gross is committed to the principles 
of collaboration and disciplined playfulness 
in freeing the life of our words. He has 
worked with visual artists, dancers and 
musicians as well as fellow poets, and his 
own prize-winning poetry has been praised 
for its powers of close observation and his 
thoughtful, questioning, exploratory approach 
to the writing itself.

Zélie Gross’ is enthusiastic about enabling 
participants on her courses to discover their 
unique gifts and abilities and to broaden 
their experience through exposure to new 
stimuli and fresh challenges. Zélie brings her 
background in art teaching to an essentially 
creative approach to learning, together 
with a preference for collaborative ways of 
working and techniques that promote playful 
experiment.

Woodbrooke has a large number of associate tutors who 
deliver many of our courses. You can find details about the 

tutors for each course in the listings and on our website.
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Title
How to Book 
1.     Go to www.woodbrooke.org.uk/learn and browse or 

search our courses.
2.   Select the course you would like to attend.
3.    Enter your details in the form and click ‘join this 

course’.
4.    Proceed to checkout.
5.    Fill out the ‘payment details’ form - please note that 

this is just your address information and no payment 
details are requested for pay-as-led courses.

6.    Click the button to ‘Place your order’ or ‘Pay securely 
with Worldpay’

7.     For pay-as-led courses, no payment information is 
requested and you will not be charged but can make 
a donation at www.woodbrooke.org.uk/donate

What Happens next?
You will receive an email confirming your booking.
Nearer the time of your course, you will receive either a 
Zoom link or a Moodle login depending on the type of 
booking.
If you do not receive these emails, or have any queries, 
please contact learning@woodbrooke.org.uk.



For more information about Woodbrooke 
visit our website: woodbrooke.org.uk

T +44 (0)121 472 5171  •  F +44 (0)121 472 5173  •  E enquiries@woodbrooke.org.uk

Woodbrooke, 1046 Bristol Road, Birmingham B29 6LJ  •  Reg. Charity No. 313816
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