In times
when crisis,
conflict,
untruths and
unfairness
seem to
dominate, let
us see what
love can do. ...

World Gathering of Young Friends
(WGYF) 2005

L,f Quakers gather all over the world, and although
we might worship or think differently from those
in other parts of the world, we can be united in
answering the call to universal love.
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Available from the Quaker Bookshop

Read

We Are All Neighbours by Alexandra Penfold
and Suzanne Kaufman. This colourful book
celebrates diversity, kindness and the power of
community.

Talk with the children about how they think we
can be neighbours and a community with
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Quakers across the world. What joins us
together?

Map it out

Wonder with the children about how many
Quakers are in the world? In which countries?
Where are there most Quakers? Print off a
blank world map and see if you can guess
where Quakers are, then download the
FWCC World map here and see where you’ve
managed to match up. Were there any
surprises? This video tells us in more detail
about Friends around the world.

How did it get there?

How did Quakerism spread from Lancashire
all the way to Guatemala and Kenya? How do
Quakers worship differently across the world?

A fun game to play to see how ideas spread
is ‘Pass it on’. To play, form a circle by
standing or sitting. One person begins by
thinking of a short phrase, which they then
whisper into the ear of the person next to
them. That person whispers the phrase to the
next person, and this continues around the
circle. The last person to hear the phrase says
aloud what they heard. Finally, the first person
reveals the original phrase they whispered. It
might be a huge surprise and nothing like
what it started out as! At the end of the game,
ask the children about what helped them —
was it listening well? Co-operating?
Teamwork?

To celebrate the fourth centenary of George
Fox’s birth, the Quaker Arts Network invited
Friends, Quaker groups, and Children's
Meetings to submit short films about the
beginnings of Quakerism. Maybe you could
try making your own? All you need is a phone,
a laptop, and possibly some cardboard and
scissors! Would it be about Quakers now or in
the past? Who could you share it with?
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https://bookshop.quaker.org.uk/search?advs=false&cid=0&mid=0&vid=0&q=we%20are%20all%20neighbours&sid=false&isc=true&orderBy=0
https://fwcc.world/
https://fwcc.world/
https://fwcc.world/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/fwccworldmap2017.pdf
https://quakerspeak.com/video/how-many-quakers-are-there-in-world/
https://quakerarts.net/projects/fox400/

The Faith & Play website has several stories
about the witness of historical Friends who
listened to the still small voice within and
discovered what God wanted them to do.
There are also stories on the testimonies and
Quaker faith & practice. These story kits can
easily be made following the instructions in
the Faith & Play book, or borrowed from
cypadmin@quaker.org.uk.

, 2025, falls on October
5. The theme this year is Love vyour
Neighbour. As we think about the people in
our own communities and around the world
within the Quaker community, how can we
show love? Taking the time to get to know
people and understand their situations can
help us see how we might be able to support
them best. See the events that Quakers
around the world are hosting here, and if you
have an event for World Quaker Day you
would like adding to the map, fill in this form.

In a wonderful example of getting to know
each other, the Adeiladu Heddwch - Peace
Building project saw Quakers of different ages
sitting together for conversations. Some were
filmed, and extracts are shared in a nine-
minute video you can watch on Vimeo. Young
people created the film's concept through a
series of workshops, exploring what Quaker
testimonies mean to them. It was then filmed
during an all-age residential event.
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Encourage children to think about what they
know is happening in our country and across
the globe—things like climate change, war, or
famine—that those communities might need
help with. What can we do to make a positive
difference? Are there charities that are
helping that you could get involved with, or
actions being taken by Quakers in those
areas? The Quakers in Britain website shares
news from around the world, offering ways to
get involved.

Worship can be a way of connecting with
others. We can’t always be with the people
and communities we want to help, but we can
hold them in the light. Include a time of
worship in your sessions, and if children need
an explanation of what happens when we
gather in worship, John Lampen’s The
Worship Kit offers some ways to settle and
lead into the promptings of truth and love in
our hearts. Journeys in the Spirit back issues
have a Gather section to introduce worship
and there are issues that explore aspects of
worship. Use the search button to find these.

Britain Yearly Meeting decided that Quaker
faith & practice needs updating. This is an
opportunity for children and young people to
contribute ideas and insights that are
important to them and that they wish to share
with Quakers in Britain and around the world.
There is an opportunity to submit artwork
images, writing, and other materials to the

project. Scan and send to

cypadmin@gquaker.org.uk

rews is produced by the Youth, Children and Farmily team {part of Quaker Life)
Britain Yearly Meeting, Friends House, 173 Euston Road, London MW 2BJ — Registered charity no. 1127633

Capyright & 2022 Guakers in Britain - All rights reserved

L
=

7 _'.H..-I"'

j | _.-')| 1
i

1 s §
k- 4


https://quakerfaithandplay.org/stories/
https://bookshop.quaker.org.uk/faith-and-play_9780999382325
https://fwcc.world/event/wqd-2025/
https://friendsworldoffice.activehosted.com/f/32
https://vimeo.com/1104079965/4b6dda5194?ts=31192
https://www.quaker.org.uk/
https://bookshop.quaker.org.uk/The-Worship-Kit-a-young-persons-guide-to-Quaker-Worship_9781907123146
https://bookshop.quaker.org.uk/The-Worship-Kit-a-young-persons-guide-to-Quaker-Worship_9781907123146
https://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/July-2017-QFP-Approaches-to-God-worship-and-prayer.pdf
https://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/journeys-in-the-spirit/
https://www.quaker.org.uk/our-organisation/resources/revising-quaker-faith-practice
https://www.quaker.org.uk/our-organisation/resources/revising-quaker-faith-practice
mailto:cypadmin@quaker.org.uk
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Resources needed: A map of the world, pens,
crayons, collage materials, glue sticks copies
of the picture frame for each person (p.4)
Place these things in the centre of the room.

How can we make the meeting a
community in which each person is
accepted and nurtured, and strangers are
welcome? Seek to know one another in the
things which are eternal, bear the burden
of each other’s failings and pray for one
another. As we enter with tender sympathy
into the joys and sorrows of each other’s
lives, ready to give help and to receive it,
our meeting can be a channel for God’s
love and forgiveness.

The theme for World Quaker Day, Sunday 5
October 2025, is Love your Neighbour with
the supporting Bible passage Galatians 5:14:
‘For the whole law can be summed up in this
one command: ‘Love your neighbour as
yourself.”
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“Which Quaker communities around the
world do we know of that are in situations
requiring our help or support? These
people are our neighbours as well as those
in our local community. Take a moment to
think about these people, and if you wish,
use a printed frame (located in the centre
of the room) to draw or write about those
Friends. When you have finished, link your
picture to the map using the string. Feel
free to speak out the situation as you do
so or simply place your picture near the
relevant place on the map. We will hold
these people and communities in the
light”.

Finish with quiet or by joining together in a
simple song. (Love and friendship/hospitality
section of Sing me on a Journey)

Display the map in the meeting house where
everyone can look at it over the coming
weeks.
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https://www.quaker.org.uk/documents/sing-me-on-a-journey-web
https://www.quaker.org.uk/documents/sing-me-on-a-journey-web
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