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GENERAL INTRODUCTION TO QUAKER 
BUILDINGS ABROAD 
 
 
This text completes the project which began in 1999 with the publication of The 
Quaker Meeting Houses of Britain, and which was followed in 2004 by The Quaker 
Meeting Houses of Ireland, both recording and comparing the meetings and meeting 
houses established by Friends of those places. While each book is complete in itself, 
each one tells another part of the story. 
 
The decision to limit this account to Quaker places derived from London Yearly 
Meeting means that I have excluded that vast body of Quaker places in North 
America, along with the great Quaker communities which have grown through their 
initiative, mainly in Latin America and East Africa. This division very broadly 
distinguishes the traditional form of un-programmed Quaker worship used in Britain, 
from the American pastoral form: two sides of a single Society of Friends which share 
the same ultimate objectives and in which each works in its own way to achieve 
them. Yet such a limit is necessary if a single student is to complete the survey 
alone. And a concise, systematic and complete account of all the meeting houses 
within America, comparable with my The Quaker Meeting Houses of Britain (Butler 
1999), itself awaits another hand. 
 
I am at risk of failing to address my title because the background to 19th century 
Quakerism abroad is not so well known now as it was at the time covered by these 
essays, and a modern reader requires frequent explanations. A century or two ago, 
the whole subject would have been far better understood, through the printed 
memoirs of Friends or through the lectures that our missionaries gave on their return 
home.  
 
The three threads 
The accounts of the meetings and the premises of British Friends abroad fall into 
three distinct threads. Quakerism was being preached in mainland Europe almost as 
soon as it was first heard in Britain; it was carried abroad into each British colony as 
soon as that colony was founded; and, although it arrived on the mission field a 
good deal later than that of most Protestant Christian churches, it carried out 
substantial and lasting service in its chosen areas. 
 
The spread of Quakerism 
Quakerism first appeared around 1652 out of the fervent religious turmoil of mid-17th 
century England. After rapid and enthusiastic early growth, it settled into a small, 
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compact, closely disciplined body which grew to express its Christianity by service 
rather than by preaching. From the start, Friends had an urgent desire to publish their 
vision of Christian Truth to all peoples and in all nations. As early as 1660 they 
recorded the places they had already reached in that service: ‘as Germany, America, 
and many other islands and places, as Florence, Mantua, Palatine, Tuscany, Italy, 
Rome, Turkey, Jerusalem, France, Geneva, Norway, Barbados, Antigua, Jamaica, 
Surinam, Newfoundland, through all which Friends have passed’ (quoted Braithwaite 
1912, 377). In all of these but Italy and Spain, Friends have left a footprint. In 1659, 
George Fox encouraged all Friends that ‘have Friends or relations beyond the sea, 
send them books or papers, and be diligent to spread the Truth’ (Fox 1698, 140). 
Perhaps the earliest large settlement of Friends was that around Chesapeake Bay in 
America from 1661. 
 

Travelling ministers 
The Society was united by the ubiquitous presence and service of travelling 
ministers, by the authority of their appointment and their message, and by their 
ability to unite meetings and to reconcile differences. One Quaker concern was 
particularly relevant to their work: that Quaker Gospel ministry was dependent for its 
effect upon Divine guidance, not on the will of the minister. Since then, the Society 
has become pretty much a world-wide body.  
 
British and American travelling ministers established small worshipping groups 
wherever their message met a need. Friends at home gave encouragement and 
support by writing epistles, sending books, making grants for the relief of their 
sufferings during persecution, and later for the rent of their meeting room or a 
schoolteacher’s salary.  
 
The Friends Ambulance Unit 
The Friends Ambulance Unit (FAU) was an unofficial Quaker body set up to give 
pacifists an appropriate alternative to military service during World War One (WW I), 
and was revived in World War Two (WW II). In addition to active ambulance work, the 
FAU worked in China from 1941 until 1946, after which the work was continued by 
Friends Service Unit until 1952. 
 
Silent and pastoral worship 
The meeting houses in Britain and Ireland were provided for Quaker worship of the 
form that George Fox and early Friends knew and which had changed little since. 
‘Friends sat down in silence with no ordained minister, with no prearrangements, no 
preparation for vocal service of any sort’, nor indeed with any outward sacraments 
(Jones 1921, 34).  
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In the circumstances of Quaker worship in 19th century America, which consisted of 
widely dispersed meetings whose membership was increasing rapidly as was its 
boundless appetite for instruction, more positive guidance was required than silent 
worship could give. A form of worship supported by hymns and music, readings and a 
prepared sermon was provided, guided by a trained pastor liberated by a salary for 
full-time work as a minister. This was not an easy change for the Society to make, as 
it ran counter to traditional Quaker beliefs, for instance that Christian ministry was 
not a commodity to be dispensed for reward, ‘freely you have received, freely give’. It 
was made only after deep conference and discussion to meet the particular 
circumstances in America, for which it served well (Punshon 1984, 153, 202). 
 
Most of the meetings described in this book worshipped in the silent tradition, 
although the pastoral form was found very well suited to mission meetings. Far-
reaching as these changes were in terms of doctrine and worship, they did not make 
much difference to the fabric or furnishing of the meeting house, as Quaker worship 
was not defined by bricks and mortar, and Friends were perfectly well able to worship 
without either. The four walls and the roof of a meeting house enclose no more than a 
convenient place within which to assemble. They have no doctrinal significance, and 
neither building nor burial ground is consecrated. 
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NOTES 
 
Place-names 
Many of my original references are two or three centuries old, their place-names now 
obsolete. The name which defines each meeting throughout the book is its current 
name in its present accepted English form. [Place-names have now been 
standardised to the current (c2020) spelling used on Google Maps.] Quotations from 
earlier sources retain the original spelling to illustrate their variety. The index to each 
chapter includes many earlier names, alternative names and local and historical 
variations.  
 
Major Centres 
In many countries there are one or more towns or cities where there was a significant 
amount of Quaker activity with a large number of associated buildings. These places 
have been designated as Major Centres. For ease of reference the text for these 
places have been placed after the introduction for the chapter and before the 
alphabetical list of other places, and the place’s status as a major centre is indicated 
in the chapter index. 
 
Special terms 
Meeting – The term ‘meeting’ used here in the context of ‘yearly meeting’ or ‘monthly 
meeting’ etc generally refers to an established organised group. Friends also use 
these terms to refer to individual events or gatherings and this use is indicated in the 
text where it occurs. 
 
Meet select – The historical term ‘to meet select’ refers to meetings of established 
Friends which are not open to the public.  
 
Abbreviations 
A list of abbreviations used in the text is included here, with the full form or meaning. 
 
AFSC  American Friends Service Committee   
AC  Australasian Committee  
BYM Britain Yearly Meeting 
DNB  Oxford Dictionary of National Biography  
FAU  Friends Ambulance Unit  
FFMA  Friends Foreign Mission Association   
FSC Friends Service Council  
FWCC Friends World Committee for Consultation  
GQM  Gazetteer of Quaker Meetings   
JFHS  Journal of the Friends Historical Society 
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LSF  Library of the Society of Friends (Friends House, London)  
LCC  London Continental Committee  
LYM London Yearly Meeting 
MfS Meeting for Sufferings 
MM  Monthly Meeting  
mss  manuscript (i.e. handwritten)  
OS  Ordnance Survey  
OED  Oxford English Dictionary 
PM Preparative Meeting 
QM Quarterly Meeting 
TP London YM, Meeting for Sufferings, Book of Trust Property 1889  
WW I World War One 
WW II  World War Two 
YM  Yearly Meeting  
YMCA  Young Men’s Christian Association 
YWCA  Young Women’s Christian Association 
18C 18th century 
19C  19th century  
20C  20th century 
 
 
Discussions of British meeting houses and their components 
Further analysis of aspects of the design of meeting houses can be found in the 
following: 

The Meeting House with an analysis of the different plan types, used here particularly 
to relate colonial meeting houses to those in Britain (David M Butler, The Quaker 
Meeting Houses of Britain, 1999, Appendix 1). 

The Ministers and the Facing Benches, with an analysis of the different types of 
Facing Benches (The Quaker Meeting Houses of Britain, 1999, Appendix 2). 

The Meeting House and its Seating (The Quaker Meeting Houses of Britain, 1999, 
Appendix 3). 

Seating in the Quaker Meeting House, in ‘Sitting in Chapel’, Journal of the Chapels 
Society, vol 1, 2013. 

The Women’s Meeting Room and its Shutters (The Quaker Meeting Houses of Britain, 
1999, Appendix 4). 

Warming and Lighting (The Quaker Meeting Houses of Britain, 1999, Appendix 5). 

Burial Grounds (The Quaker Meeting Houses of Britain, 1999, Appendix 6). 
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ARRANGEMENT OF THE BOOK 
 
Each country is grouped with others of its thread, where its story is carried from its 
earliest Quaker presence until 1945. Each meeting place is described as well as my 
sources allow. The words are supported by maps and charts, as well as by drawings 
of the meeting houses. Throughout, all the meeting house floor plans are drawn to 
the same uniform scale to allow direct comparison, unless otherwise indicated. 
 
The orientation of maps and layouts is indicated by a north arrow on each one, 
except where I was unable to discern orientation from my sources and it is unknown. 
 
The Postscripts 
My main text for each country ceases at 1945, with the end of WW II. Each text is 
followed by a Postscript, covering the period from 1945 until 2000. During that 
period, many new Quaker meetings emerged world-wide; small and often transient 
gatherings, some growing in substance while others have not lasted. How many will 
grow into full meetings, if indeed that is to be the future pattern of Quaker worship, 
we shall not know until they are history. But in their present form they are a fact that 
we take care not to neglect. I describe them very briefly in the postscript to each 
chapter, and show their distribution on the location maps, distinguished from the 
historical meetings. I do this with some hesitation, as these references were never 
intended for such a purpose, and are not all as accurate in their information as I 
would wish. Nevertheless, the alternative was to reject the whole lot, losing in that 
process a huge segment of information. 
 

The sources for the postscript are the annual periodical Book of Meetings, published 
by London Yearly Meeting from c1800, which included meetings abroad from c1885 
to 1998 from returns supplied by their yearly meeting. After 1998, from the 
Directories of Meetings published by the appropriate regional section of the Friends 
World Committee for Consultation (FWCC), published electronically and constantly 
revised. For my text, the information has been extracted by a ten-yearly sample; a 
more thorough process would have yielded more and better material, but time 
pressed. The London Yearly Meeting books tell us the name of the recognised 
meeting abroad and its clerk. It might name the building, but (abroad) it seldom 
identifies the monthly meeting. The FWCC lists are generally similar; neither was 
intended to serve my purpose but they are the best source available to me. 
 
The postscripts show that the new meetings generally occupy new ground, whose 
sites seldom relate to whatever meeting had come before. The old were usually the 
product of initiatives from abroad, while the new were generated from within the 
nation. 



QUAKER BUILDINGS ABROAD  General Introduction 

  7 

  
The final question to answer is whether the Society of Friends is resting on its past, or 
is still growing and developing new fields, and is still adapting its own traditional 
message to serve the needs of peoples new to it. One has only to look at the tender 
new shoots which even now are being cherished in the Baltic States and in Eastern 
Europe, in previously untouched parts of the Far East and in West Africa (FWCC 
Directories), to see a lively and serviceable future for Friends. 

 
NOTES ON THE MAIN DOCUMENTARY SOURCES 
  
Minutes of business meetings 
In preparing this text, I have to regret that I have seldom been able to make use of the 
minutes that record the decisions of individual monthly meetings. Except for the few 
that have been published, not many were accessible to me, either by distance or by 
language. Thus, I am grateful to Friends who have supplied me with extracts and 
translations. 
 
Epistles between yearly meetings 
From its earliest days, London Yearly Meeting has exchanged formal epistles with 
those other yearly meetings with which it was ‘in unity’. In these less controversial 
days epistles are now addressed to ‘Friends everywhere’. The proceedings of London 
Yearly Meeting have been printed since 1857; before then they were hand-written and 
copied by lithograph. London Yearly Meeting also exchanged more topical epistles 
with its constituent meetings which sought support and guidance on particular 
points at issue, often doctrinal. These epistles were an expression of the 
responsibility that the larger body felt towards the smaller, as well as an 
acknowledgment of unity. All that we know of some small and distant meetings we 
glean from these. Epistles sent and received are held in the Library of the Society of 
Friends (LSF) (see Edward H Milligan, ‘To Friends everywhere’, Friends Quarterly, July 
1982).  
 
Printed books 
The three main groups of printed sources are: from c1650 to c1900 the Journals and 
Memoirs of travelling Quaker ministers; from c1800 and abroad from c1880, the 
exchange of epistles, which from 1998 was carried out by Friends World Committee 
for Consultation and the London Yearly Meeting’s Book of Meetings; and the standard 
histories.  
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Printed journals 
Many Journals and Memoirs of Friends were published, giving first-hand accounts of 
their travels in the ministry. They were published at first to promote the spread of 
God’s kingdom to all His people, but later tended towards supporting the Society 
itself, and the uniformity of its doctrine. William Charles Braithwaite describes how 
these ‘Religious Journals became the most characteristic form of Quaker literature… 
the artless records of Divine guidance’. Most were written by the travelling ministers 
themselves, ‘who published abroad their message and animated the Quaker groups 
by their leadership’ (Braithwaite 1912, 420, 351). Some record their physical, others 
their spiritual journey, but all are written in a very low key; these Friends did not flaunt 
their mission. Towards the end of the 19th century, they became less numerous and 
leant more towards physical description and practical details. Charles Lamb’s 
Essays of Elia on ‘A Quakers’ meeting’ will be remembered for his response to these 
books. George Fox’s Journal stood out as more of a text book of Quakerism, and each 
generation of Friends required its own edition. It is not a straightforward text, but is 
composed of a number of papers edited by several prominent contemporary Friends. 
It is essential Quaker reading and is most accessible in the 1952 edition of John 
Nicholls. The Cambridge Journal, edited by Norman Penney in 1911, word for word, is 
supported by his comprehensive notes on contemporaneous people and places. 
 
George Fox’s epistles 
A selection of over 400 of George Fox’s letters to meetings and individuals were 
collected and published in 1698. Most were of encouragement (‘keep your meetings 
in the power of the Lord’), or were early drafts of church rules; a very few were of 
admonition (as those addressed to Jamaica, West Indies, qv). A selection of these 
letters may be found in No more but my love: letters of George Fox, 1624-91, edited 
by Cecil W Sharman, 1980. 
 
The Book of Meetings of London Yearly Meeting 
This comprehensive summary of 19th- and 20th-century meetings was first issued as 
An account of the times of holding the Quarterly, Monthly and Preparative Meetings, 
and of the Meetings for Worship of the Society of Friends in England, Wales & 
Scotland. It has been published annually by London Yearly Meeting under various 
similar titles since the beginning of the 19th century. Before 1800 an almanac was 
published: this did not name the meeting’s officers, nor the times and places of the 
ordinary meetings for worship, but only of meetings for discipline. This was all a 
travelling minister needed to know when he or she was preparing his or her journey in 
the ministry. At first, these books covered only Britain, but Ireland was soon added, 
then the American yearly meetings. Brief notes on meetings for worship abroad 
began from c1885. Early entries for continental Europe are not all that accurate, and 
it took a while for the content to settle into useful reliability. It is based on 
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information compiled by each yearly meeting and reported by that meeting to 
London, where it was compiled, published and distributed. In 1998, its content was 
reduced to meetings of Britain Yearly Meeting alone, while all the other components 
were taken over by the Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC), and 
published now electronically in its regional Directories. For this work I have sampled 
the entries at about ten-year intervals, and the words ‘by’ and ‘about’ reflect this ten-
year range. 
[In a few instances, the editors have added later information, e.g. from the FWCC 
website (http://www.fwcc.directory/), consulted in August 2020]. 
 
Caution  
Over time it has become apparent that the Book of Meetings is not wholly reliable for 
my purpose, for which it was never intended, and un-checkable errors are apparent. 
However, it gives a wide range of material on new 20th-century meetings world-wide, 
which is not available elsewhere. The Postscripts are wholly dependent upon it, as 
are the diagrams of dates of meetings settled. After discussion, it is considered to be 
too valuable a source to lose on account of a relatively small number of errors, and it 
is retained as a source for the book, with a proviso that it be used with caution. A 
user should usually be able to check with an original copy, though its status as a 
periodical may reduce the number of back copies a library may keep. 
  
Records of the sufferings of Friends under persecution 
Also see Meeting for Sufferings  
Accounts of the sufferings of Friends under persecution were collected 
systematically by London Yearly Meeting by a formal process of annual reports on a 
printed proforma, handed in by representatives at Yearly Meeting, to be entered by 
the recording clerk in the ‘Great Book of Sufferings’ (mss, LSF). Summaries of the 
‘Great Book’ were compiled by Joseph Besse in 1733–1738; the most comprehensive 
was his Collection of the Sufferings of the people called Quakers of 1753.  
 
There were no formal arrangements for collecting or recording sufferings outside 
London Yearly Meeting, and for his published references to sufferings in Europe and 
the West Indies, Joseph Besse made use of anecdotes. In a rare personal comment 
he qualified one rather sorry account with the words ‘… the foregoing being the 
substance of what has come to our hands, respecting the Sufferings of this People in 
Bermuda…’ (1753, ii, 370). I make the assumption that the inclusion of a person in 
Sufferings 1753 is confirmation that he or she was a Friend in good standing. A few 
other Friends wrote similar accounts, particularly the account of the Sufferings of 
Friends in Antigua (West Indies) by Jonas Langford, 1706. Other compilations of 
sufferings add little to the Besse volumes of 1753. 
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Trust property 
The duty of keeping a record of Quaker property in Britain was the responsibility of its 
quarterly meetings, and several such records were compiled and published in the 
19th century. When London Meeting for Sufferings accepted the care of a Quaker 
property abroad (usually because it had paid for it out of central funds, or when there 
were too few responsible Friends there), it was recorded in the mss Book of Trust 
Property under the care of Meeting for Sufferings (LSF, two volumes, No 1 from 1847, 
and No 2 from 1889, occasionally looking back). These books are accompanied by 
the ‘Catalogue of Deeds…of Meeting for Sufferings’, mss, 1898, which does not cover 
exactly the same ground.  
 
Relevant only to the mission field is the comprehensive Property Register of Friends 
Foreign Mission Association Trust Corporation, a very much more serious and 
systematic document. The register is composed of printed proforma folio-numbered 
sheets bound in two volumes and arranged by country of mission. They form a record 
of property transactions and of major works, as reported from the field to London, 
with deed plans and other documents interleaved. Most of the buildings are drawn in 
outline to scale; a few show internal details. Most were copied up by a single 
draughtsman, named as Mr Butler, apparently not a Friend, who worked in 
Devonshire House from notes prepared with goodwill by missionaries who were not 
surveyors. A search of the LSF strong rooms suggests that the documents upon 
which the deed plans were based did not survive the move from Devonshire House to 
Friends House in 1927, and that once used, they were thrown away. As mission work 
declined, the record of property disposal was not kept so carefully. The volumes are 
arranged as: 

 Volume 1: India, Syria. 
 Volume 2: Madagascar, China, Ceylon, Pemba, Kenya, Greece [but with little 

of value after Ceylon]. 
A matching volume 3 duplicates material from the Madagascar section in volume 2. 
It was prepared for deposit in Madagascar, to meet a requirement of the French 
Government. 
 
Committee minute books 
A set of the minutes of the Friends Foreign Mission Association (FFMA) and of its 
subsidiary committees is held in LSF. 
 
FFMA publications 
A full set of the minutes and of the annual reports of FFMA and each of its subsidiary 
committees is held in LSF, including: 

 FFMA Annual Report, 1868–1925; 
 Our Missions, an illustrated magazine of FFMA, 1894–1917. 
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Standard histories 
My texts are very dependent upon the standard Quaker histories, and particularly the 
Rowntree series, comprising William Charles Braithwaite’s two volumes of 1912 and 
1921 and their continuation by Rufus Jones in 1921. I also relied on John Ormerod 
Greenwood’s three volumes of Quaker Encounters, 1975, 1977 and 1978 (to which I 
refer readers of each chapter for the relevant people and committees and their place 
in the Quaker movement). I also depended on articles published in the Journal of the 
Friends Historical Society (JFHS; from 1903, continuing), and the equivalent 
American publications. Behind so much 20th-century British Quaker history was 
Norman Penney, for many years librarian to the Society, editor of and frequent 
contributor to the JFHS, and the author of the numerous notes on people and places 
published in the editions of the Journals of George Fox 1911 and 1925, which he 
edited. The earlier histories by Sewel and Gough, frequently re-printed, and based 
largely on biographical accounts, contain some historical material not easily found 
elsewhere. Studies by more recent authors, with the journal Quaker Studies, present 
current thinking. 
 
People 
Personal names do not figure largely in these accounts of premises. Where they do 
occur in early Europe, I refer for their biographical details and the current spelling of 
their name to Norman Penney’s notes to the Journals of George Fox (1911 and 1925), 
although, of some, even he had to say ‘we have not been able to glean any 
particulars’. In the colonies and the mission field, I refer to John Ormerod 
Greenwood’s three volumes, as well as the typescript Dictionary of Quaker Biography 
and the mss lists of missionaries, both in LSF. For many British Friends active from 
1775 to 1920, I refer to Edward H Milligan’s British Quakers in Commerce and 
Industry (2007), even though the limitation to Friends active in trade and industry 
does limit its use. 
 

 
SOURCES 
The sources for the final chapter, Envoi, are also included here. 
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Dictionary of Quaker Biography, typescript, LSF. 
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