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This is where my story of British and Irish Quakers abroad has to end, while 
another one for American Friends might yet be written by another hand. I have 
travelled with Friends from Auckland to Zanzibar and have seen where they set 
up their stalls to publish the everlasting Truth they saw, how they lived their lives 
as colonists in new lands, and how they gave service to strangers as 
missionaries.  
 
George Fox had set them in motion nearly four centuries ago: ‘Let all nations 
hear the word by sound or writing. Spare no place, spare not tongue nor pen, but 
be obedient to the Lord God and go through the world and be valiant for the Truth 
upon earth; tread and trample all that is contrary under… And this is the word of 
the Lord God to you all, and a charge to all in the presence of the living God: be 
patterns, be examples in all countries, places, islands, nations, wherever you 
come, that your carriage and life may preach among all sorts of people, and to 
them; then you will come to walk cheerfully over the world, answering that of 
God in every one’. George Fox wrote this in 1656 (quoted in Quaker Faith & 
Practice 1994, 19:32). 
 
A more recent Friend spelled it out for our own time: ‘The Quaker message was 
not in a tiny ecclesiastical enclosure, fenced around with creeds, but out in the 
great wide world of God, where His law of love always works when men will trust 
themselves to its upholding power, as the swimmer trusts himself to the 
upholding ocean’. This was the redoubtable Joan Mary Fry writing in 1921, quoted 
by J. Roger Carter in his essay ‘The Quaker Centre in Berlin, 1920-1942’ in the 
JFHS (1990, 28). 
 
 
 

 

1 Sources for the Envoi have been included with Sources in the General Introduction 


